Conference Call with Regional Members – August 26, 2013: 7:15 – 8:15 pm

Topic: e-correspondence and electronic communications

Facilitator: 
Mary Louise Hershberger

Present: 
CRC: Marianne Fieber, Dennis Dietzel, Alberto Loya


Becky Streeter, Twin Cities, MN


Sonjia Michaels, Little Rock, AK


Margaret Runyon, New Orleans, LA
Welcome to first audio conference.

Thank you for taking time to be here and participate on the call.

Introductions by State,  say your Name and Group affiliation

Statement of Intention:

Clear pathway for this communication – go-to-meeting; connect via phone or internet
Change in e-correspondence & electronic correspondence



Verse for America

Brief history of e-correspondence:

· August 2012 first e-correspondence

· Monthly thus more frequent and timely

· Newsy – what is happening, what are regional members doing

· Cost neutral – time only
· Distribution list is continuing to be built through current Group/Branch leaders, attendees to our weekends; may need further development.
· Paper version the Correspondence – edited by Lori Barian and Robert Karp

· Twice annually

· Irregular due to labor of editing and working with volunteer contributors
· Costly; printing/postage – nearly $1500/issue so ½ of our budget.
· Went to ALL members and friends in Central Region

· Lori left CRC, couldn’t find another editor to transition task
· Earlier version was produced by Jenny Floch in the Midwest Region days.
· Communication with members is important function for CRC.
· e-correspondence is uploaded to our webpage to encourage others to read.
Notes from Conversations

Distribution:

Sonjia: how distributed; would it be difficult to put all members in central region on the list – like the paper version was?
DD: would be possible; that list is held by ASA. Should be possible to get this; they are working on getting updated emails from members.
AL: would not be difficult to add more people; our list has grown organically. We know it needs updates and regular maintenance.

Sonjia: I like the idea of all members receiving it rather than it feeling like an exclusive club.

Becky: automatically forwards it on when received from Alberto.

DD: in Twin Cities many are “friends” and not members.
MR: auto send on to 12 members not all who are society members.

Sonjia: wouldn’t want to leave off “friends”.

MLH: both/and – Society list and local lists both could receive
Sonjia: all to be included

DD: spoke about using a service that individuals can subscribe or unsubscribe. Constant Contact/Mail Chimp.

ACTION: CRC to explore this

Content:

MR: always have best intentions to contribute / share but don’t manage to do it.

Sonjia: yes, we all have that challenge
DD: we have done some triage – if content out of region we consider carefully before including.

Sonjia: appreciate/enjoy receiving info from different branches

MR: like it – interesting, fun to look at.

Sonjia: how others study and work with content is interesting
Becky: some articles from past and those things coming up. Beautiful. The more things that are in it the more people will be interested in it.

AL: one comment from Great Lakes Branch – like it; if articles are too long – may skip.

MR: that is what is harder about an e-version – much less likely to sit through reading longer articles on screen. Can print out and then easier to read. Very personal thing – some people bring kindles to study group. Benefit of more frequent and newsy outweighs preference for printed issue.
Sonjia: anything lengthy; could be an attachment so it can be printed out. Sometimes I just leave it in inbox to return to it. Eg. Astrology was difficult to read online.

DD: there could be links to actual documents that are on the website.

Sonjia: sometimes even printed – if too lengthy it is difficult to make it through.

MLH: would it be helpful to have a table of contents listing what is included.

Becky: table of contents would be great.

MR: bookmark function

Sonjia: Having same format – so there is familiarity.

Are Conversations stimulated by what is in an issue?
Sonjia: yes we do talk about it sometimes
Any other content wishes?
Sonjia: if we would contribute more - how to inspire people to contribute?
MLH: with more member contributions, increase possible idea sharing from what others are doing.

Sonjia: nice to share practices for group meetings

MLH: perhaps you could write-up something about the sister city group participation benefits.

MR: Wonderful that it exists, thanks for making it happen
Sonjia: thank you – know it’s a lot of work.

Becky: expression of gratitude

Our next conference call is scheduled for October 28 – 7:15 – 8:15 pm CST
Topic: Reviewing our Presencing AGM (May 2013) and looking to the Future 

Thank you for sharing thoughts and warmth of heart.
Following are comments submitted via email:
Yes, I read it but not fully.  Nice to receive it. 

- -

  I scan it over. Nothing outstanding comes to my mind although. 

- - - 

I like it very much.  I like it as much as I like cats and the song of red-winged blackbirds. 

- - -

Yes, I read it.  It is helpful to see what is going on. 

- - - -

I find it interesting.  I have been especially interested in learning what anthroposophists in my home state of North Dakota are doing.  I would not have imagined antrhoposophy finding a place there so it was a very nice surprise to read of their activities. 

----

When time allows, I read the newsletter and find it very interesting. I tend to skip articles if they appear too lengthy. Unfortunately, these days I don’t have as much time as I like due to my work load to read this material.

The newsletter is fine.

I am often wondering if I should send to my entire email list, or just friends and members (i.e. those who pay money to the branch). I always end up sending it to friends and members.

The email list you use for distribution is confusing. It appears to be a hodge-podge of just who has gone to any crc weekends. Several options come to mind easily.   You could use a list from the society for every member in the central region. You could send to the communication person for every group and branch. 

And, as I have mentioned before, you probably could send by 'blind copy' so the entire list isn't there.

Notes respectfully taken and processed by Marianne Fieber
